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The first month of the year will 
soon be over, a reminder that time 

passes quickly. Perhaps we are already 
thinking ahead to where we will go for 
our summer holidays, although many 
things could happen in our lives before 
then. Yet that fairly basic outlook of 
looking ahead is a reminder that we 
are created to look ahead with hope 
regarding something good. 

The word ‘hope’ is an elastic word 

because in common usage it can have 
a variety of meanings, sometimes 
used objectively and at other times 
subjectively. As far as its biblical use 
is concerned, the English word ‘hope’ 
usually describes a certain event in the 
future that will bring good things into 
the experience of God’s people. The 
certain event is the second coming of 
Jesus and there are many blessings in 
store then for all who trust in him now.
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Peter reminded his readers who 
were living in difficult circumstances 
that they had a living hope because 
they had been born again. In calling 
it ‘living’, Peter meant that it affected 
their outlook every day. His readers 
faced persecution and poverty, yet 
they could persevere because of the 
hope they had about their God-
promised future. Each month that 
passed took them closer to the day 
when Jesus would appear.

Maybe this hope is missing from 
our outlook at present. Where can 
we get it from? Paul wrote in Romans 
15:13: ‘May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

you may abound in hope.’ Those 
words tell us that hope comes from 
God, which is a reminder that God 
himself is looking ahead to the day 
when all his people, some of whom do 
not yet exist, will be in his presence, 
enjoying his blessings. 

There is an order in this verse: 
first, ask God to give us ‘all joy and 
peace’ as we believe his promises, 
and then anticipate the work of the 
Spirit to cause us to ‘abound in hope’. 
Turning over his promises in our 
minds creates happiness of soul, and 
it in turn causes increase in hope as 
we anticipate the fulfilment of his 
great and precious promises. And his 
promises are sure. ●

In the Song of Solomon, the King 
is likened by his beloved to the 

Rose of Sharon and the lily of the 
valleys. We might be puzzled by 
such a way of speaking because 
we do not normally use flowers 
when describing a man. But the 
Bible does, and it is wiser for our 
spiritual understanding to follow 
the Bible’s method rather than the 
language limitations of our culture. 
In linking his description of Jesus to 
those flowers, Solomon, the wisest 
of men, asks his readers to reflect on 

those two flowers and see what they 
point to regarding their Creator, 
who is also the Lover of our souls. 
He intended his illustrations to be 
simple and straightforward.

Sharon is the plain that runs along 
the Mediterranean coastline for 
virtually the entire length of Israel. 
In many sections it is elevated (Mt 
Carmel is part of it) and its height 
leads us to think of the highest of 
places – heaven. Sharon was also 
well-known for its variety of flowers. 
Our roses are not found there, but 

The Rose and the Lily

Malcolm Maclean
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Solomon is stating that Jesus is like 
the most majestic of the flowers 
found on that plain. In other words, 
he is the beauty of heaven, a reminder 
that he is divine, possessing all the 
attractive attributes of God.

At the same time, says Solomon, 
the heavenly King is also the lily of 
the valleys. If Sharon with its height 
points to heaven, the valleys with 
their depth point to earth. It is not 
hard to see here a reference to the 
human nature of Jesus, which is as 
earthly as all humans are, with the 
exception of sin. What is the most 
striking feature of his humanity? 
The illustration of the lily reminds 
us that it has a drooping head, and 
when we apply that to Jesus we see 
a lovely reference to his humility. 
Although he is the eternal God he is 
also the humble man.

It is amazing that Solomon could 
write about this in picture language 

long before the Son of God became 
a man. Yet he could do so because 
he was guided by the Holy Spirit to 
put together a song that describes 
the relationship between Jesus and 
his people. When he describes 
believers, Solomon does not have 
them described as roses, but he does 
have the King saying about them 
that they are like lilies among thorns. 
What makes a person Christlike is 
true humility.

What is true humility like? It is 
never seen in a person who refuses 
to do what he or she can do for 
Jesus. The word for that response 
is disobedience. Instead, even as 
the humble Saviour revealed his 
humility by serving his Father, so a 
humble believer engages in acts of 
service for his King. And he does so, 
not too concerned whether others 
approve or not. As long as Jesus is 
pleased is all that matters. ●

Malcolm Maclean
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Connect
Connect meets every Wednesday 

at 12.30 and lasts for about 75 
minutes. Usually about thirty-five 
people attend the lunch, with some 
coming from the community around 
the church. Sometimes the number 
attending is higher. Ladies from the 
congregation provide a wonderful 
lunch of soup, sandwiches and cakes, 
and all who attend are very grateful 
to them.

Normally, Malcolm gives a brief 
talk at the end, with the focus of each 
talk being to say something about 
Jesus. The talk lasts for about five 
minutes. Last year, we used names of 

cities as acrostics from which to say 
something about Jesus. For example, 
Paris could be People accept 
Redeemer’s instant salvation. Those 
attending chose the city for the 
following Wednesday. This year, we 
will use the first verse of each New 
Testament book. So last week, we 
saw that the first verse of Matthew 
tells us that Jesus is a real man, that 

he fulfils the promise to Abraham 
that one of his descendants would 
bring blessing to the world, and 
that he fulfils the promise made to 
David about a king who would reign 
forever. Those attending know that 
the text for the following week will 
come from the next New Testament 
book.

Connect is an opportunity for 
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people in need to make use of the 
items available through Grace in 
the Gap. Some come regularly to 
Connect and it is an opportunity for 
them to hear the story of Jesus, meet 
with people from the congregation, 
and also receive some practical help 
that makes life easier for them. Both 
the Old and New Testaments stress 
the importance of helping those in 
need, and such provision has always 
been a feature of a healthy spiritual 
church.

Connect is an opportunity for 
individuals in the congregation 
to meet people they would not 
otherwise meet. It is also a suitable 

event to which they can take 
unconverted friends and neighbours. 
Attending regularly also makes us 
recognisable to visitors when they 
see us elsewhere and reminds them 
that we value them and care about 
them. So we would encourage those 
of the congregation who could 
attend, but have not started, to come 
and to take a friend with you.

Of course, we require the Lord’s 
blessing for Connect to be a source of 
spiritual encouragement through a 
combination of describing Jesus and 
showing practical care. So we would 
urge you to remember Connect in 
your daily prayers. ●
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Grace and Gap Fund
Despite minimal advertising, 

word of the Fund is spreading, 
amongst social workers and other 
service providers.  This is resulting in 
the fund being accessed more often.

When a request is being fulfilled, 
it usually comprises of a mixture of 
items needing to be purchased by 
the Fund e.g. microwave, hoover and 
some donated items from our store.

Regarding donated items, the 
Fund is no longer requesting second 
hand bedding.  

Dealing with these items is proving 
to be too labour intensive (laundering 
etc.).  The Fund is however requesting 
essential house-hold items, which 
are still in good condition e.g. plates, 
cups, pans, cutlery, kitchen utensils.  
Although these items can be granted 
by the Welfare fund, in some cases, 
due to ‘red tape’, there can be quite 
a delay in these essential items 
being granted, and therefore we are 
bridging this gap!

Additional gaps identified in 
service provision are decorating 
supplies (for new tenancy allocation), 
vacuum cleaners and carpeting in 

hallways and staircases, as these 
are not thought to be essential.  We 
have granted funds for all these over 
the last year.

The church is having a men’s curry 
evening in March, and donations 
are for Grace and the Gap.  

If anyone wishes to do a one off 
donation, or set up a standing order, 
please find the required details…  

Account No: 11425364  
Sort Code: 80-22-60
If you have any questions about 

any of the above, please ask me.

Please pray that: 
•	 God would continue to bless the Fund and the witness that it has 

upon those who encounter it.
•	 God would continue to provide for the needs of those who access the 

Fund and give help with aspects of the Fund’s work.
•	 We would be given wisdom and compassion to make good decisions.

Donna Macraild
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Kidzone Puzzle Page
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Recent Engagements - congratulations to ...

Ross Livingstone (son 
of David and Sheana 

Livingstone) and Rachael 
Miller who got engaged on 

Sat 14th October 2017 while 
up at the Athabasca Glacier 

in the Rockies, Canada 
whilst on holiday. 

Amy MacQueen (daughter 
of David and Joan 

MacQueen) and Alex Fraser, 
who got engaged on 12th 

January 2018. 
Marina MacDonald 

(daughter of Norrie and 
Mairi MacDonald) and 
Andy Longwe, who got 

engaged on 13th November 
2017.  They are to be 

married in Greyfriars on 
Friday 20th April 2018. 

We pray that the Lord would lead 
these young couples as the plan 

their futures together.
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Points for prayer in February
Wedding
On Friday, 9th February, Pam and 
Stephen will be married in Greyfriars. 
Pray that the wedding will go well 
and that the Lord will bless them in 
their life together.

Communion
Later this month, the minister is 
preaching at the Glenurquhart 
communion. Remember that 
congregation as they search for a 
minister to succeed Dr. John Ross.

Baptism
We have a baptismal service on 
the morning of Sunday 25th, when 
Charlotte Macdonald will be baptised 
by her grandfather, Rev Ian Hamilton. 
Pray for Graeme and Rebecca and 
family on this important occasion.

Young People
Ask for God’s blessing on the range 
of young people’s activities that we 
run. 

Adam
Remember Adam and his activities 
for the Master. In a recent note, 
his wife thanks Greyfriars for the 
ongoing prayerful and financial 
support they have received from us.

Website
Our new website will soon be 
available. Pray that it would lead 
folk to Jesus and to come to our 
congregation.

Minister
Pray for the minister as he preaches 
and engages in other activities in the 
congregation.

Church Worker
Remember our church worker Joan 
MacQueen in the various activities 
she does for the congregation.

Ladies Meal 
(Tuesday 13th February 6:30pm for 7pm)
All ladies in the congregation are warmly invited to attend.  There will be a two-
course dinner followed by coffee and an after-dinner speaker.  Please put your 
name on the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Lounge if you would like to attend.
Men’s Meal to follow in March!
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Decisions of the Congregational Meeting.
Two decisions were made at the recent Congregational Meeting. 

One was the appointment of four individuals to function as 
congregational trustees  - Les Dunn was newly appointed as such, 
and Angus Macdonald, David MacQueen, Andrew MacRaild will 
continue in this capacity.

The other decision was to proceed with the sale of two properties 
– the church buildings in Tomatin and Errogie. We would ask for 
prayer that those buildings would be sold soon before they deteriorate 
further. At the same time, it is appropriate for us to acknowledge 
with gratitude to God – and to those connected with those buildings 
– the immense contribution sales of such buildings connected to the 
rural areas have made for the development of the Lord’s work in 
Greyfriars in recent years.

 
Visit of Christian Witness to Israel

Joseph Steinberg of Christian Witness to Israel will be with us for 
the congregational fellowship at the end of February. We did not have 
a meeting of CWI in 2017, so we are delighted that Joseph will give 
this presentation. He is going to several churches in the Highlands.

March Communion
Our next communion will take place on the last weekend of 

March. The visiting preacher will be Rev. Iain Watson from Hope 
Church, Blackwood and Kirkmuirhill in Lanarkshire. Iain and 
his congregation joined the Free Church a few years ago from the 
Church of Scotland.

Annual Congregational Meeting
The annual congregational meeting has been arranged for 

Wednesday, March 31st.

Update
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What is On in February 2018
Tuesday

14:00    Ladies Prayer Meeting (Monthly - 20th February)
19:30 - 21:00 Mission In Need (Monthly - 6th February )
19:30 - 21:00 Gaelic Service (Monthly - 27th February)
18:30 for 19:00 Ladies Meal - 13th February

Wednesday
10:00 - 11:30 Kidz & Co - Carer and Toddler group - weekly 
12:30 - 14:00 Connect - Weekly 
19:30 - 20:45 Bible Study & Prayer Meeting - Weekly

Thursday
09:30 - 11:00 Come Thirsty - Bible Study Group (Creche available) - Weekly 

Friday
18:30 - 19:45 Kidzone for Primary school children - Weekly

Sunday
11:00 - 12:15 Morning Service
18:00 - 19:15 Evening Service
19:30 - 21:00 Youth Fellowship 
19:30 - 21:00 Monthly Congregational Fellowship - 25th February

Minister - Malcolm Maclean
- macleanmalcolmm@outlook.com 
Unwell / In hospital - Norrie MacDonald 
- norman.macdonald@orangehome.co.uk
Weekly Notices - Kirsti Paterson 
- kirsti.paterson@btopenworld.com
Home Groups - Murray Graham 
- murrayg1977@yahoo.co.uk

Come Thirsty - Heather MacAskill 
- hmacaskill@uwclub.net
Sunday School - Kenny MacVicar 
- kennymacvicar@yahoo.co.uk
Kidz & Co / Connect / Bookings 
/ Together Tuesday / Kidzone/ 
Monthly Newsletter -Joan MacQueen 
- macqueengreyfriars@outlook.com

Point of Contact for ...
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Preaching Schedule for February 2018

Date Time Preacher 
Sunday 4th Morning 11am Norman Maciver

Evening 6pm Norman Maciver

Wednesday 7th Prayer Meeting  7:30pm Elders

Sunday 11th Morning 11am Malcolm Maclean
Evening 6pm M. M. - Studies in Matthew

Wednesday 14th Prayer Meeting  7:30pm Prayer

Sunday 18th Morning 11am Hector Morrison
Evening 6pm Hector Morrison

Wednesday 21st Prayer Meeting  7:30pm Life of Paul

Sunday 25th Baptism 11am Ian Hamilton
Evening 6pm M. M. - Studies in Matthew
Fellowship 7:30pm Joseph Steinberg CWI

Wednesday 28th Prayer Meeting  7:30pm Prayer

•	 Creche available during the morning service for children under 3 years

•	 Sunday school and Bible class meet during the morning service for children 
aged 3-14 years during term-time.  

•	 Youth fellowship meets immediately after the evening service for 
young people in secondary school during term-time (unless there is a 
congregational fellowship).


