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It is customary for people to make resolutions at the start of a year and also 
customary for them to forget about those aims a couple of weeks later. The main 
problems with resolutions is that usually they are unrealistic. 

Nevertheless, it is good to have reasonable goals. So here are some that we can 
do.

1. Take ten minutes a day to read a psalm or a few 
verses of a psalm. At the same 
time, pray for the growth of 
Christianity in a foreign country. 
Those who have smartphones can 
get daily information through the 
Operation World and OMF apps. 
This can be done while sitting on a 
bus or while having a cup of tea in 
the morning or whenever.

Goals for 2018
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2. Spend half an hour each day reading the New Testament and also use 
the church directory (when it becomes available) to pray regularly 
for those connected to the congregation. Once you have finished the 
New Testament, read some of the Old Testament, before resuming 
the New Testament.

3. Follow a daily reading programme. 
One of the best is Tabletalk by 
Ligonier and it can be accessed 
each day on its website or else you 
can purchase its monthly magazine 
of daily readings. Each issue of the 
magazine also has short articles on 
a variety of topics (also available on 
the website). The readings only take 
fifteen minutes to read and pray 
about and they can be done at any 
time. And they are relevant to where we are today.

4. Aim to read five new books about Christian living and two or three 
biographies of Christians who served the Lord faithfully. That can 
easily be done in a year by using one or two hours a week, perhaps 
in the evening. They are far more beneficial than most television 
programmes.

5. Plan to meet up with other Christians at least 
once a week (apart from official gatherings at the 
church) to speak about Christian things. This one 
is very important because without it our hearts 
become cold.

Those five suggestions don’t require a huge amount 
of time, and all of them are flexible. The important thing about them is that 
they help us have contact with the heart of Jesus through the work of the 
Spirit in our hearts. All that is required from us is determination. ●
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Kids & Co Update
Kidz & Co is the Greyfriars Mother 

and Toddler group which is held each 
Wednesday morning from 10:00 – 11:30 
during school term-time.  Usually there 
are between 20 and 30 children attending 
with their mothers or child-minders, an 
occasionally a father may come along.  Most 
of these children are from the community 

around the church building 
and they are only with us 
for a brief period as most of 
them no longer come along once they are three years 
old and expected to attend their future school nursery.  
So … it is very encouraging that several of these mum’s 
have shown an interest in sending their older children 
to Kidzone (our Friday night club for children in 
Primary school).  To date, more than 10 children have 
come along to Kidzone from this connection.  

Please pray for these mums – the opportunities to have meaningful 
conversations are rare, but they always speak very highly of Kidz & 
Co and we are encouraged by their willingness to entrust their older 
children to us on a Friday evening.  

If you are able to help on a Wednesday morning, even on an 
occasional basis – please make yourself known. ●
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Hilton Primary School Choir

Cauldeen Primary School Choir

Youth Fellowship Girls
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On the evening of Wednesday 20th December, we held a carol 
service involving choirs from Hilton and Cauldeen primary 

schools. The service was led by Murray Graham, who highlighted 
in a suitable way several aspects of the birth of Jesus. It was great to 
have the church full of people, mostly visitors, to hear the story of 
the coming of Jesus to Bethlehem. Both choirs sang very well as did 
our Youth Fellowship girls with their song. The boys who did the 
readings also did well. It was encouraging that several of the children 
in the choirs agreed to take a copy of the Action Bible donated by 
the congregation. Afterwards, those who could stay after the service 
enjoyed a superb provision of various items to eat and drink. So 
thanks to all who helped make this an excellent evening, especially to 
Murray for leading on the evening, to Joan for organising the event, 
to Heather for arranging the catering and to Lucy (see page 8) for 
accompanying us on the piano. ●
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Above are some of the faces that made the children’s party a success again 
this year!  The youth fellowship turned out in force and painted faces and 
nails, put seasonal transfers on the back of small and not-so-small hands, 
manned the Pin the Nose on Rudolph, Fill the Snowman’s Belly and Decorate 
the Christmas Tree – they must be congratulated for their help and the fun 
they brought to the youngsters’ afternoon. Lewis did a great job of overseeing 
the games whilst the ladies produced a party feast in the kitchen.  After a 
wonderful party tea, the children sang a few Christmas Carols accompanied 
by Anna on the Saxophone – now that is something different!

Thank you to everyone who helped out.  The attendance from our Sunday 
school children was disappointing but this was balanced by a good turnout 
from the Kidzone children and those who brought along friends. 

Children’s Christmas Party 2017
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Kidzone Puzzle Page
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Charlotte Sarah MacDonald
Born 6th November, 7lbs 7ozs 
a sister for Grace and Amelia

Paige Smith 
born on 6th July

8lb 11oz

Keilah Anna
Davidson

Born 25th March

A sister for 
Luke

Matthew 
and 

Mark

Forth-coming weddings

Pamela Campbell 
and Stephen Scott 
got engaged in 
October 2016, and 
will be married 
in Greyfriars 
on Friday 9th 
February

New Arrivals in 2017

Congratulations 
toAli Cameron-
MacKintosh and 
Lucy Robertson 
who recently got 
engaged.  

Jazmyn Abigail 
Mackenzie 

Born 24th July,
8lbz 13oz

a little sister 
for Joshua and 

Hannah
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Points for prayer in January
Young People
Remember the various young people’s 
activities as they recommence this 
month. 

Communion
Pray about our communion weekend 
on the last Saturday and Sunday of 
the month. We will be joined by the 
Inverness West congregation and 

its minister Andrew McMillan will 
preach on the Saturday and Sunday 
evenings.

Bible Study Groups
Remember the three Bible Study 
groups as they meet.

Housebound
Pray for those who are housebound 
and unable to attend our services. 

Congregational news
The Christian Institute representative, Nigel Kenny, will be with us on the 
Sunday evening of our communion and will use the congregational fellowship 
to give an update of the concerns that the Institute has about our society.

The minister intends to preach two series at the midweek meetings for the 
next few months. Both series will involve one monthly address. One is on the 
Book of Zechariah and it will be given on the first Wednesday, and the other is 
on the life of Paul and it will be given on the third Wednesday. The other two 
Wednesdays will be given mainly to prayer (preceded by a short devotion), 
although they can also be used for missionary speakers and for speakers of 
other Christian organisations. A couple of years ago it was agreed by the 
Session that one of the monthly midweek meetings should focus on prayer.

In order to help us in our prayers, we will produce a prayer booklet similar 
to what appeared for the recent Day of Prayer, except it will be more focussed 
on the congregation. If anyone has suggestions for what should be included 
in the booklet, they can mention/email the suggestions to the minister or to 
Joan MacQueen.

Printouts of the Congregational Directory should be available soon for 
checking. When they appear, could each family or individual check their 
details and also mention if any individual has been omitted. If you wish, you 
can include your email address as well as your home and mobile numbers 
(there is no point giving your mobile number if you change it frequently). ●
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In the Old Testament there is 
evidence that the nation of Israel had 

two annual calendars. One calendar 
would have been used because it 
was similar to how neighbouring 
nations divided the year (we also 
do that). The other calendar was a 
religious one and the first month of 
this calendar was connected to the 
first feast of the Passover, and this 
calendar was arranged according to 
the annual feasts that God required 
them to observe. 

We might think having two 
calendars would be confusing, but 
there are many groups in the world 
today who live according to more 
than one calendar. Even within 
some branches of the Christian 
church, there is a calendar called The 
Christian Year.

In Israel, God gave them a special 
calendar once he had rescued 
them from Egypt. Clearly this new 
calendar was designed to remind 
Israel that it had a heavenly calling 
as well as an earthly one. It reminded 
them that they were connected to 
God’s kingdom whereas their other 
calendar reminded them that they 
were linked to other nations. 

On every day of the year, they had 
to live according to the demands of 
both calendars, although in their case 
the religious one had precedence over 
the civil one. For example, each male 
Israelite was required to attend three 
feasts annually (Passover, Pentecost 
and Tabernacles) – they were part 

of the religious calendar and the 
Israelites had to go to them even if 
the civil calendar suggested other 
activities. The Israelites were being 
taught to put God first in everything.

In the new covenant era (the period 
between Christ’s two comings), there 
is not a detailed religious calendar 
and Christians live under whatever 
civil calendar governs where they 
live. Yet it would be a good thing for 
us individually or as families to plan 
a religious calendar for 2018. God 
has already given us the framework 
of a religious calendar in the weekly 
Lord’s Day and despite what our 
culture says we are not free to ignore 
his requirements for that day. 

In addition to using the Lord’s 
Day for the benefit of our souls 
we could arrange to do other 
things throughout the year, such 
as attending a conference to soak 
up some good Bible teaching from 
God-given exponents of his Word. 
Or a congregational weekend away 
together. Or a church leaders’ day 
to consider where we are going 
spiritually. There are lots of things 
that we could profitably use by 
putting together our own religious 
calendar. ●

Calendars!



11

What is On in January 2018
Tuesday

14:00    Ladies Prayer Meeting (Monthly - 16th January)
19:30 - 21:00 Mission In Need (Monthly - 9th January )
19:30 - 21:00 Gaelic Service (Monthly - 30th January)

Wednesday
10:00 - 11:30 Kidz & Co - Carer and Toddler group - weekly from 10th Jan.
12:30 - 14:00 Connect - Weekly from January 10th
19:30 - 20:45 Bible Study & Prayer Meeting - Weekly

Thursday
09:30 - 11:00 Come Thirsty - Bible Study Group (Creche available) 
- Weekly from 11th January

Friday
18:30 - 19:45 Kidzone for Primary school children 
- Weekly from 12th January

Sunday
11:00 - 12:15 Morning Service
18:00 - 19:15 Evening Service
19:30 - 21:00 Youth Fellowship 
19:30 - 21:00 Monthly Congregational Fellowship - 28th January

Minister - Malcolm Maclean
- macleanmalcolmm@outlook.com 
Unwell / In hospital - Norrie MacDonald 
- norman.macdonald@orangehome.co.uk
Weekly Notices - Kirsti Paterson 
- kirsti.paterson@btopenworld.com
Home Groups - Murray Graham 
- murrayg1977@yahoo.co.uk

Come Thirsty - Heather MacAskill 
- hmacaskill@uwclub.net
Sunday School - Kenny MacVicar 
- kennymacvicar@yahoo.co.uk
Kidz & Co / Connect / Bookings 
/ Together Tuesday / Kidzone/ 
Monthly Newsletter -Joan MacQueen 
- macqueengreyfriars@outlook.com

Point of Contact for ...
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Preaching Schedule for January 2018
Date Time Preacher 
Wednesday 3rd Prayer Meeting  7:30pm Malcolm Maclean - Zechariah

Sunday 7th Morning 11am Malcolm Maclean
Evening 6pm M. M. - What is Jesus doing?

Wednesday 10th Prayer Meeting  7:30pm Prayer

Sunday 14th Morning 11am Malcolm Maclean
Evening 6pm M. M. - What is Jesus doing?

Wednesday 17th Prayer Meeting  7:30pm M. M. - Life of Paul

Sunday 21st Morning 11am Malcolm Maclean
Evening 6pm M. M. - What is Jesus doing?

Wednesday 24th Prayer Meeting  7:30pm Prayer

Saturday 27th Preparatory Service Andrew McMillan
Sunday 28th Morning 11am Malcolm Maclean

Evening 6pm Andrew McMillan (Communion)
Fellowship 7:30pm

Wednesday 31st Prayer Meeting  7:30pm Prayer

•	 Creche available during the morning service for children under 3 years

•	 Sunday school and Bible class meet during the morning service for children 
aged 3-14 years during term-time.  

•	 Youth fellowship meets immediately after the evening service for 
young people in secondary school during term-time (unless there is a 
congregational fellowship).


